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Instruction Checking Questions



Work independently

ICQs help novice learners:

Understand instructions Reduce confusion

Feel confident















ICQs:
• “Do we act or draw?”
• “Which part do we act?”

Example: Acting Out a Scene



How to Create ICQs



Key actions:
• Put in order
• Use pictures

ICQs:
• “Put in order or choose one picture?”
• “Do we write?”

Example of the Process

Instruction: “Put the story pictures in order.”









ICQs help students:
• Understand instructions
• Stay focused
• Work independently
• Feel confident





ICQs in Storybook Lessons

Breakout Room 

Group Tasks



GROUP 1 WORKSHEET — Understanding ICQs
Task Goal: Understand what ICQs are and why 
they are important.
A. Questions
1. What do ICQs check?
2. Do ICQs check story meaning or instructions?
3. Why are ICQs useful for novice learners?
B. Sentence Starters
• “ICQs help teachers check ______.”
• “ICQs are used before students ______.”
• “ICQs make instructions more ______.”
C. Word Fill
• ICQs check __________ (instructions / story 

meaning).
• ICQs must be __________ (short / long).
D. Group Report
Your reporter will share:
• Two reasons why ICQs are important
• One example ICQ your group created

GROUP 2 WORKSHEET — ICQs for Listening to a 
Story
Instruction:
“Listen to the story. Do not speak.”
A. Questions
1. What is the key action in this instruction?
2. What ICQs can check understanding?
3. What answers do you expect?
B. Sentence Starters
• “Do we listen or ______?”
• “Do we speak?” → “______.”
C. Word Fill
• Students must ________ (listen / speak).
• Students must not ________ (speak / write).
D. Group Report
Your reporter will share:
• Two ICQs
• Expected answers



GROUP 3 WORKSHEET — ICQs for Matching 
Pictures to Words
Instruction:
“Match the picture to the correct word.”
A. Questions
What action must students do?
What ICQs can check understanding?
What materials do students need?
B. Sentence Starters
• “Do we match or ______?”
• “Do we match picture to picture or picture 

to ______?”
• “We need the ______.”
C. Word Fill
• Students must match the picture to the 

________ (word / number).
D. Group Report
Your reporter will share:
• Two ICQs
• One material students need

GROUP 4 WORKSHEET — ICQs for Pair Work 
(Retelling a Story)
Instruction:
“Tell your partner one thing from the story.”
A. Questions
What must students do?
How do we check if they understand “partner work”?
What ICQs can we ask?
B. Sentence Starters
• “Do we work alone or with a ______?”
• “Do we write or ______?”
• “Do we tell one thing or ______ things?”
C. Word Fill
• Students must work with a ________ (partner / 

group).
• Students must tell ________ thing(s).
D. Group Report
Your reporter will share:
• Two ICQs
• Expected answers



GROUP 5 WORKSHEET — ICQs for a Coloring 
Task
Instruction:
“Color the crocodile green.”
A. Questions
What action must students do?
What ICQs can check understanding?
What color must students use?
B. Sentence Starters
• “Do we color or ______?”
• “What color?” → “______.”
C. Word Fill
• Students must color the crocodile 

________ (green / blue).
D. Group Report
Your reporter will share:
• Two ICQs
• The correct color

GROUP 6 WORKSHEET — ICQs for Acting Out a Scene
Instruction:
“Act out the part where the crocodile jumps.”
A. Questions
What is the key action?
What ICQs can check understanding?
What part of the story must students act?
B. Sentence Starters
• “Do we act or ______?”
• “Which part do we act?” → “The part where 

______.”
C. Word Fill
• Students must act the part where the crocodile 

________ (jumps / sleeps).
D. Group Report
Your reporter will share:
• Two ICQs
• Expected answers



MODEL ANSWERS



GROUP 1 — MODEL ANSWERS
A. Questions
ICQs check understanding of instructions.
ICQs check instructions, not story meaning.
They help low-level learners avoid 

confusion and feel confident.
B. Sentence Starters
• “ICQs help teachers check instructions.”
• “ICQs are used before students start the 

activity.”
• “ICQs make instructions more clear.”
C. Word Fill
• ICQs check instructions.
• ICQs must be short.

GROUP 2 — MODEL ANSWERS
ICQs
• “Do we listen or talk?”
• “Do we speak?”
Expected Answers
• “Listen.”
• “No.”
Word Fill
• Students must listen.
• Students must not speak.



GROUP 3 — MODEL ANSWERS
ICQs
• “Do we match or draw?”
• “Picture to picture or picture to 

word?”
Expected Answers
• “Match.”
• “Picture to word.”
Materials
• Pictures
• Word cards
• Worksheet
Word Fill
• Students must match the picture 

to the word.

GROUP 4 — MODEL ANSWERS
ICQs
• “Do we work alone or with a 

partner?”
• “Do we write or speak?”
• “One thing or many things?”
Expected Answers
• “With a partner.”
• “Speak.”
• “One thing.”
Word Fill
• Students must work with a partner.
Students must tell one thing.



GROUP 5 — MODEL ANSWERS
ICQs
• “Do we color or cut?”
• “What color?”
Expected Answers
• “Color.”
• “Green.”
Word Fill
• Students must color the crocodile 

green.

GROUP 6 — MODEL ANSWERS
ICQs
• “Do we act or draw?”
• “Which part do we act?”
Expected Answers
• “Act.”
• “The part where the crocodile jumps.”
Word Fill
• Students must act the part where the 

crocodile jumps.


