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Reading Strategy Used in the Classrooms
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school year, we will be
launching an initiative
called NYC Reads.”

1. What is the science of reading?
2. What is happening in the classrooms?

3. Can we use the strategies in Taiwan?
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WZ1 The goal is to ensure that all New York City students become
strong readers, which is the single most important skill
required for educational, career, and lifetime success. Based on
extensive research, NYC Reads will ensure that pre-K and
elementary school students receive the most effective reading

instruction materials and methods.
Wanyi Zhang, 2023/12/1



1. What is the science of reading?

® decoding words; letters o

® building vocabulary;
® reading fluently;
® comprehending what you read.
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Comprehend:

setting
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acter. TLQ_I fMQ p How the character showed the trait...

Comprehend: character
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I would like to use the term _ to explain what | observed in the above three classes.
The first tier of scaffolding involves teaching sight words in the 1st grade. Recognizing the
sight words helps young readers read faster and more fluently because they don’t need to
pause and think. Connecting these sight words enables students to comprehend more
complex sentences. The second tier is in the 2nd grade. Simply being able to read the
sentences is not sufficient for understanding its content. It is crucial for young readers to
identify context clues, whether they are words or pictures, in order to comprehend the
context they are reading. This would be the third tier. Once the young readers are able to
identify the context clues, they need to determine whether these clues are necessary for
comprehending the context. This is what they learn in the 4th grade. Additionally, both the
2nd-grade and 4th-grade teachers scaffolded their teaching by asking questions to stimulate
students’ thinking. By building up the scaffolds, young readers can feel confident and secure
in reading and that enables them to explore a wider and more diverse range of materials.
Furthermore, the 4th-grade teacher encouraged her students to choose the animal of interest,
forming a diverse set of subjects for exploration in the upcoming reading.
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Procedural scaffolds

odeling through visuals and ge
udents

o Provide explicit m r 4
o Allow for visual tools (organizers) as s

manipulate information . :
o Use wait-time when asking questions to give

students an opportunity fo respond
e Provide discussion prompts (sentence frames) to

support discussions
o Allow students to collaborate with other students

often as they discuss the learning

all

stures

This support ensures
that students are able

conversations about

to engage in
meaningful

the text.

Can the reading strategies observed in New York classrooms be
feasibly integrated into Taiwanese educational settings? In my

opinion, yes. As cluster teachers without our own classrooms to
hang the informative posters on the walls, and with only two or
three English classes per week in an EFL country. The challenge
seems significant. How is it possible?

With
respect to phonics, teachers could help students to build connections
between letters and their sounds to foster the phonemic awareness.
As to word spelling, teachers could assist students in connecting the
new vocabularies with the ones they have already learned. In terms
of reading, teachers could use a story map to help students
comprehend the characters, settings and plots in the books.
Facilitating these connections can enhance students’ confidence in
challenging diverse reading materials.




“I have not told half of what | saw.”
- Marco Polo
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| Before today.

After today.




