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Playing with Poems In the 
Language Classroom



The Old Saying

Something old, 
Something new. 
Something borrowed, 
Something true. 
And a Poetry Mood in my shoe.



Research-Based Instruction

The use of poems is ideal 
for its comparatively short 
text, fun subject matter, 
and easy match with the 
strategy of repeated 
readings (Rasinski, 2000).



Positive Affections of 
the Whole Person



Example: Hug O‘ War

 I will not play at tug o‘ war.
I'd rather play at hug o‘ war,
Where everyone hugs
Instead of tugs,
Where everyone giggles
And rolls on the rug,
Where everyone kisses,
And everyone grins,
And everyone cuddles,
And everyone wins.



Opportunities for Gaining 
Experience of the World



Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
~ Comparing with the Mother Tongue

'Twas brilling, and the slithy 
toves
Did gyre and gimble in the 
wabe;
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.



Children’s Poem
~Nursery Rhyme

From Through the Looking-Glass.



English Speaking and Reading 
Skills Development~

The Poem Reciting Cycle
 1. The teacher reads a new poem to the student 

(modeling)
 2. The student reads the poem with the teacher 

(listening-while-reading and assisted reading)
 3. The student reads the poem to the teacher 

(repeated reading)
 4. The student reads the poem to people at home, 

gathering signatures as proof
 5. The student reads the poem one last time to the 

class to prove mastery



Motivational Activities for 
Students’ Achievement

Poem are capable of 
achieving some values 
such as valid motivations 
and responses, and the 
engagement of the ‘whole 
person’.



Strategies of Helping Students 
Enjoy Poems in Groups

It is important to select 
activities which encourage 
group work and promote 
curiosity and exploration 
of the literature. 





To My Dear Friends



Thank You!


